TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

RE:
Y.G.F.A.  OUTDOOR RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS

The Science behind and environmental aspects of recreational fishing is the main focus of the YGFA school excursion packages.

Over many years, the Young Guns team has built up a practical and extensive knowledge of marine and estuarine ecosystems and the many issues surrounding the conservation of these ecosystems. It became apparent that such an understanding of a location’s ecology was a crucial factor in success as a recreational fisherman. It was also apparent that this understanding was crucial in maintaining the health and functioning of such ecosystems and fisheries with education of youth and adults alike, paramount to sustainability of fisheries, minimal environmental impact and conservation of biodiversity. This deep knowledge and understanding is what sets apart recreational fisherman as either successful or unsuccessful in their chosen recreation or for some, sport.

As Australian champion anglers and tournament accuracy casters acclaimed throughout the Australian fishing industry in the 1990s, the reputation of Todd and Melanie Young preceded them.  Young Guns started receiving requests for the provision of instruction in their areas of expertise by fishing clubs, community colleges, local councils and NSW Fisheries, including a request to train their Fishcare volunteers.  Whereby, the inception of Young Guns Fishing Adventures occurred in 2000.  Due to their close working relationship with the Department of Fisheries (now Department of Industry & Investment) and their extensive knowledge of the significance of sustainable fishing practices and minimal impact methods, YGFA made a conscious decision to include in their all of the instruction programs, subjects focused on these areas.

In response to this dedication, the DII utilises YGFA programs as a tool to distribute items such as the Freshwater and Saltwater Recreational Fishing Guides, fish measuring rulers and other DII documentation.  In 2007, although I had already met Todd and Melanie previously through an acquaintance of mine, for the first time I was privy to their instruction at an event that they had been assisting with annually called the Mount Druitt Family Fish In, run by Blacktown Council.  I was fascinated by their expertise and in depth knowledge relevant to the environments they operated in and the biology of fish, in general, that they passed onto to their eager students.    Areas of their instruction closely matched topics I was currently teaching myself in Environmental studies and even Geography at Baulkham Hills High School.  I suggested at that time that I believed it would be beneficial for young people, if they were to create a program for schools.  At their request, I agreed to assist YGFA with my expertise to create their current primary school and high school programs.  

Over a period of 12 months, the program and complimentary student training guide was developed and refined.  The Primary school program was created to satisfy many outcomes required in the K-6 Syllabus but primarily the Stage 3 Science & Technology syllabus as the focus.  For high schools we decided to base the program more closely on the PDHPE syllabus, to provide an extension to students potentially already having had partaken in the primary school program.

Important features added after this time, have made this one day excursion program an extensive and comprehensive package that involves educational syllabus based theory and practical components.

From a teachers perspective I was able to assist with providing the features of the package that make it suitable for schools. Many other features also make this package unique in what it provides for schools and the education of students.

For example:

· A comprehensive handbook, with a variety of information on ecology, how man affects the natural environment, water pollution, the affects of introduced species and fish biology. The handbook includes activity sections and assessment tasks for teachers to use back at school.

· The program was developed around student groupings, and a timetable for activities on the day was organised. Being divided into small manageable workshops meant that students would be involved in and rotated through the theory, and practical activities. The variety of activities and mediums meant that student of all ages, origins and academic levels would be involved, and enjoy the experience. 

· The variety of locations was organised to make it convenient for schools. The involvement of Blue Mountains Bus Company also became a unique factor, in that buses were organised by YGFA on behalf of schools, and the cost included in the package.

· As Melanie Young has a Diploma of OHS, an extensive risk management system was created, and is better than any I have seen in my role as a teacher in the provision of school excursions.  The risk management overview and safety procedures were developed in accordance with DET guidelines and accepted by the DET with listings included on the Principals and Teachers portal.

· I was amazed and pleased by the support of the program by the fishing industry with the primary sponsor being an international manufacturer of fishing equipment.  Their generosity enabled YGFA to offer every student a package that included even a new $60 fishing rod and reel, amongst many other things.  The final package totalling $140 RRP is given free to every student that participates.  

In October of 2009, Melanie Young called to inform me that the General Manager of Emotion Kayaks, based in the US, upon siting the program, had been so impressed that he offered every school that participated, a $499 kayak to be donated to the school.   

A program of this nature is unheard of in Australia and in my view, is desperately needed.  This program enables students to reconnect with nature and gain appreciation of not only their local aquatic ecosystems, but the ability to enjoy the great outdoors whilst conserving it.  It is critical that the young generations of Australians are encouraged to participate in outdoor activities that require them to interact with nature, as previous generations were able to do.  Students that partake in this program are given a lifelong activity to enjoy but will have a greater awareness and understanding of successful co-habitation methods that is yet to be seen, in my opinion, in any generations of Australian to date.

Young Guns Fishing Adventures are accredited with the acclaimed national accreditation of the Professional Fishing Instructors & Guides Association of Australia.  As a recognised leader in an environmental conservation movement in the fishing industry, Melanie Young was chosen to attend the Global Eco Tourism conference, on behalf of the fishing industry of Australia, held in October 2009, to investigate pathways for the uptake and extension of environmentally friendly methods and practices within the fishing industry.  This project was approved and funded by the Fishing Research and Development Corporation, a partnership between the Australian Government and the fishing industry.

Todd and Melanie Young, along with their professionally trained education officers, are environmentalists, educators and professionals in the highest order as witnessed personally by myself and I have no hesitation in providing them with this endorsement.

For verbal endorsement or enquiries, please feel free to contact me on 0403 853 030.
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Michael Filewood
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